March / April 2015

Australian Credit Licence No 381336

money matters
RICHARD

Tied up in knots, wondering how to
unlock the equity in your home? Relax
Houdini – it’s easier than you might
think. With many of us paying the lion’s
share of our monthly income towards
our mortgage rather than saving, it’s
little wonder that an increase in
home equity is responsible for
around 30% of the rise in
Australian household wealth
over the past decade. If you
have a mortgage already,
consider yourself fortunate - it’s
likely that capital growth has already
increased the value of your home,
allowing you to use its potential to
achieve other goals in life. So wait no
longer: here are some intelligent ways
to use your hard-earned home equity.
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You’ve been meaning to renovate the
original 1970’s kitchen and remove the
lounge room’s peach feature wall for
about …. 15 years. Perhaps you’ve not
been able to save enough to complete
the renovations you’d like, or it simply
hasn’t been a priority until more
recently. Now is the time to stop
procrastinating and improve the value
of your home with that longed-for
renovation, powered by the equity
within your residence. Contact us to
discuss your renovation ideas, and to
better understand your potential
budget based on home equity.
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Invest for the Future
Property investment can truly be the
goose that lays the golden egg:
allowing you to use equity from your
primary residence to purchase a rental
property which in turn grows in value,
allowing you to use its equity to
purchase another investment property.
Talk about a (highly tax effective) circle
of life! Undoubtedly one of the best
ways to invest in property, allowing you
to capitalise on the years of mortgage
repayments and capital growth already
locked within your home.

Road Trip
Are your wheels looking a little worse
for wear? Perhaps the size of your
family has recently grown, and your car
is no longer suitable. Use the equity in
your home to purchase a vehicle that
better serves your needs. Often more
convenient than a separate car loan,
using equity in your home to fund your
new automobile purchase is a great
way to get you on the road with a
minimum of fuss.
Have we whet your appetite, awakening
you to the possibilities your home
equity offers? Dream big and discuss
your financial needs with us today: it’s
time to tick some items off that bucket
list!

INSURANCE

INCOME
PROTECTION

CASHFLOW

March / April 2015

Tropic
Thunder

HOME LOANS

You’ve got to feel for the
communities of Queensland right
now: they’re going through a
painstaking flood recovery process
which has shut down many towns
and left multiple families destitute
and without basic services. For those whose homes are recoverable, they’re dealing with a giant cleanup:
having to sweep dirty water from their lounge and bedrooms while sorting through their precious
belongings, many of which are waterlogged and swiftly becoming mouldy.
As if this situation isn’t stressful enough, there’s insurance to deal with. If they have it. If they’re covered,
and if the fine print doesn’t exclude them. With tropical storm troubles front of mind, focus on how you
would recover financially from such a natural disaster hitting your home. Do you have appropriate
insurance for your home, and for any investment property that you own? And if so, is it really enough to
cover the rebuilding of your home and all its contents? Confirming you have adequate home and landlord
insurance isn’t an ‘on the to-do list’ item: this is a conversation to have with your broker today.
Make sure you and your family are protected from unforeseen disasters, and you’ll sleep easier tonight –
no matter how hard it rains.

The pitter patter of little savings
– Planning for a family
Beginning a family is one of life’s great rites of passage: everything you thought you knew is about to
change forever. Whilst a joyful and wondrous time, beginning a family is also a costly adventure (the
average cost of raising two kids being currently a little over $800,000) - so in between painting the
nursery and buying the crib, take time to plan for your child’s future.
Have you thought about the immediate costs of
taking time off work? Check your leave
entitlements early (hopefully you’ve some holiday
leave tucked away), then formulate a savings
plan around any income gaps in advance. Don’t
forget to check-in with the Government’s
Department of Human Services to see what
parental benefits may be available, too. Every
little bit helps, particularly if it helps you stay
away from those all-too-convenient credit cards.
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For all your Insurance needs
contact Allianz direct on 1300 858
642 and quote broker ID 24946 to
receive the Broker discounts.
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Some of our lenders include

Have you thought about future schooling for your
little darling? You might like to invest in a small
property on your child’s behalf, or purchase
shares to be later cashed in to pay for a private
school education. Remember - sleepless nights
put enough pressure on happy relationships:
alleviate any additional new-parent stress by
tackling some key financial issues now.
Our business is built on referrals and we would welcome the opportunity to assist any of your family or friends, also with their finance.
Important note: Readers should not rely solely on the content of this newsletter. All endeavours are made to ensure the content is current and accurate
however, we make no representations or warranties as to the accuracy, reliability, completeness, or currency of the content. Readers should seek their
own independent professional advice before making any decisions based on the information contained herein.

